
Employment and Business Support to Conflict-Affected Populations

The project has been carried out for one year with the financial support of Dutch 
Refugee Foundation in four cities of Georgia – Tbilisi, Gori, Kutaisi, and Zugdidi – 
as well as within the so-called “Buffer Zone”. The main aim of the project was to 
issue interest-free loans to support the business expansion of IDPs displaced during 
conflicts in the 1989-93 years, and also to provide “new” IDPs displaced after the 
2008 conflict with their desired professional skills through vocational trainings. 
Finally, in the “Buffer Zone” along the South Ossetia administrative border, interest-
free agro-loans were issued to this population for the redevelopment of their 
agricultural activities which sustained severe damage during the 2008 conflict.

In the framework of the project, 31 business-loan proposals were selected for 
funding in the 4 cities, while and 20 proposals submitted by “Buffer Zone” returnees 
were selected for funding. During the year of this project's duration, 350 apprentices 
received 3 months vocational training courses, and more then 40 of these received 
employment and stable income as a result of the knowledge gained. Successful 
beneficiaries periodically received trainings on the following subjects: “Job 
searching and effective cooperation”.

The project is in its final phase at the moment. Loan repayments have been 
carried out according to schedule. The project has proved to be successful for both 
borrowers and vocational trainees. 

In the frames of the project a regional meeting was held in the conference hall of 
Zugdidi Board on January 29, 2010. The representatives of IDP active groups, Local 
and Central Governmental Structures, International Donor Organizations and 
Partner Local NGOs attended the meeting. 

Events implemented in the frames of the project were discussed during the 
meeting and the participants were provided with the problems brought to the surface 
by IDP active groups -  repairing works in privatisation collective centres, tiny 
dwelling spaces, sewage system problems and maintenance, etc. 

The meeting was constructive. IDPs got information about the privatisation and 
other relevant issues from the authorities and expressed their opinion regarding the 
current processes.

Such meetings help to execute settlement procedures on the principles of social 
equity and justice, to ensure transparency and to raise a sense of responsibility 
among the participants of the process.

A set of recommendations has been drawn up at the meeting that will be sent to the 
representatives of governmental structures.
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Community Centers for Conflict-Affected Communities in Georgia

In the framework of the project, Community Development Group members held 23 informational meetings with 
IDPs and the local populations in both of the project's target cities - Gardabani and Tskaltubo. At this stage, the youth 
clubs and different educational classes are being actively developed.

Different trainings were delivered to the members of youth development clubs. These trainings covered very 
interesting and important subjects, such as – living skills, conflict resolution, human rights and children's rights, etc.

Various classes will be established and available to beneficiaries at Community Centers: Computer Programs, 
Art, Georgian and European Dances.

Gardabani and Tkaltubo Community Development Group members received 3-day trainings on the following 
subject – “Organizational development, NGO management and volunteering”.

In January, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between CHCA and the Gardabani Municipality 
outlining the terms of cooperation between the two parties in the future.

Vocational Trainings for Children in Detention – and – Restorative Gesture Program for Convicted Child 
Offenders on Probation

Vocational Training beneficiaries are working intensively to master their chosen crafts. In January, the number of 
beneficiaries increased in different vocational training groups. At this stage all the groups have been finalized – there 
are 35 boys and 5 girls in vocational training groups. Based on the children's great interest and aspiration, an idea of 
formulating a new vocational training group has been developed – boys wish to receive trainings in animation 
producing techniques. 

In the frames of Restorative Gesture Program, trainings were delivered to 2 new groups in January. There were 3 
participants in each of the two groups of boys and girls. Adolescents' interest in the trainings was quite high.

Mobile Education Unit for Internally Displaced Children 

In January, children celebrated the New Year holidays and the number of books borrowed from the library was 
significantly high. Children began to prepare presentation themes in all six target IDP settlements for a competition to 
be held in February, at which point winners will be awarded with interesting prizes. Children under school age mainly 
listened to different stories and played various intellectual games in the library. 

In January, “The Mobile Library” guided the project of the Ministry of Education and Culture of Abkhazia - 
“Peace Express”. “Peace Express” delivered presents to IDP Children settled in Gardabani, Koda, Shaumiani and 
Tskaltubo.

No War Zone - Georgia

Beneficiaries are actively mastering the English language and computer skills, and at the same time attending 
conflict management trainings at Youth Development Clubs in both of the project's target cities - Zugdidi and 
Kutaisi. 

In January special preparation works were implemented for establishing Weekend Schools. Youth Development 
Club active members will help 10 to 13-year-old adolescents to learn English language and computer programs.

Members of Public Relations division are actively working on publishing the Periodic Newsletter. Children work 
on different interesting issues. Based on the beneficiaries' wishes, the main subject of the Newsletter will be 
Abkhazia.
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